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rity upon the interests of Mr. Lamb, as he dealt chiefly with commodities, the growth of France and Spain, and was in the habit of importing largely from the islands of those powers, the products necessary to his commerce.
The Colonists had submitted, but not without murmuring, to the system of taxation by impost duties, as the profits of trade enabled them to bear their imperceptible burthens; and they bounded their repugnance to these acts, to petitions and remonstrances. But when the Minister unmasked his designs, and brought forward his incipient measure of direct taxation, the obnoxious duty on stamped paper; they took bolder and more active measures to resist the alarming encroachments. Against this act the dissatisfaction was universal; and many who subsequently figured as the firmest supporters of the British government, and afterwards bore arms against the men with whom they were then acting, were no way backward in resistance. Even the legal profession, the last to feel the effect of stringent measures of taxation, felt themselves wofully embarrassed in their affairs;
,   <                                and the judicial business of the Colonies was threatened with
< I                                  ruinous impediments, by the operation of the law.   And when
early in the year 1765, the Minister brought forward the act, to be obligatory in all the British Colonies, all those on the i                                  continent entered into a system of united opposition.
. | \                                   Vigorous efforts were made to rouse the people to resist-
v'                                ance, and induce them to consent to measures of non-impor-
i;                                tation from Great Britian, before the Congress, which assem-
|j                                  Wed in New York in 1765, was convened.    But after that
|);                                Congress had met, and the merchants of all the trading
I i                                towns, and members of the legal profession had entered into
I;                                &e measures recommended by the Congress, as the most ef-
fective means of averting the threatened evil, the Sons of Liberty determined to exert a " vigor beyond the law," to compel the Minister to rescind the act.
The popular press in New York, teemed with firm, but moderate articles, against the reception of the stamps; but in imitation of the journals in the neighboring colonies,
i